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The author of this article, G, Abdurakhman Avtorkhanov, was 
born in 1908 in Grozny in the Northern Caucasus. He graduated from the 
Moscow Institute of Red Professorship in 1937. Since his emigration to 
Germany in 1943, he has written numerous works, including’ the book 
Stalin In Power, published in French, English and Italian. 


An outburst of rocket rattling, superbomb scares, and disquisi- 
tions on the impossibility of limited wars characterize the Kremlin's 
switch to militant psychological warfare. 


To back up their demands in Berlin, the Soviet leaders have stopped 
demobilization of 1,200,000 men, have equipped their troops in East Germany 
with atomic weapons, and have announced a crash program to build atomic 

submarines. 


Not only are N. A. T.O. nations being warned of possible "grave 
consequences,’ but also neutral nations receive their share of reminders 

that they must choose between East and West. The resumption of Soviet nuclear 
tests, which coincided with the opening of the Belgrade conference of neutral 
states, was calculated to underscore the Soviet demands in Berlin with a show 
of force. 


By trying to terrorize the world with the destructive might of the 
Soviet Union, the Kremlin leaders hope to gain their ends without firing a 


shot. The risk of miscalculation in such a policy is great. py | 
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Contrary to promises made in 1958, the Kremlin is deliberately 
promoting a worldwide climate of fear by boasting of its ability and ready- 


ness to launch a war with its latest superbombs if the West refuses to agree 
to Soviet demands on Berlin. 


By ordering the resumption of nuclear tests, Premier Khrushchev 
destroyed what many in the free world considered as convincing proof of the 
peaceful intentions of the Soviet Union--the decision in March 1958 to stop all: 
such tests. It was only in January 1960 that Khrushchev solemnly declared 
before the USSR Supreme Soviet: 


Should any of the states, in the present-day 
conditions, resume nuclear-weapons tests, it 
is not difficult to imagine the consequences of 
this act. Other states possessing the same weapons 
would be forced to take the same road. An impulse 
would be given to resume nuclear-arms testing of 
any capacity, under any conditions, and unlimited 
by anything. The government which would be the 
first to begin the nuclear-weapons tests would 
take upon itself a heavy responsibility before the 
peoples. A decision by any one of the three powers 
to resume tests would be difficult to reconcile with 
the obligations assumed by it before all the members 
of the United Nations (Pravda, January 15, 1960). 


(more) 
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But on August 31, 1961 the Soviet government announced to the 
world in Pravda that it had decided to take this very step, and would 
"carry out experimental explosions of nuclear weapons,'' Pravda went 
on to state: 


The Soviet Union has worked out de- 
signs creating a series of super powerful 
nuclear bombs of 20, 30, 50.and 100 mil- 
lion tons of TNT, and powerful rockets 
similar to those with the aid of which Maj. 
Y. A. Gagarin and Maj. G. S. Titov made 
their unrivaled cosmic flights around the 
earth, and which are capable of lifting and 
delivering such nuclear bombs to any point 
on the globe wherefrom an attack on the 
Soviet Union or other socialist countries 
could be launched (ibid. ). 


Pravda also defined the attitude of the Soviet government toward 
the''so-called limited wars," declaring that in Soviet grand strategy there 


was no place for such nonatomic conflicts: ''Any armed conflicts, even if 
of an insignificant character at the outset, would inevitably turn into a 
worldwide nuclear rocket war, once the nuclear powers are drawn into it" 
(ibid. ). 


These seemingly uncompromising warnings characterize the Kremlin's 
abandonment of a "peace-loving" posture in favor of open psychological war- 
fare of the most extreme type. Threats to use the new "superbombs" and 
rockets are hurled at the peoples of the free world to terrorize them into 
capitulating to Soviet demands. Khrushchev has already stated on more 
than one occasion that if war breaks out, the countries of Western Europe 
will be "wiped from the face of the earth" in the first few days, This threat 
is tantamount to a demand that the governments of these countries renounce 
their defense alliance with the United States and agree to a separate peace | 
treaty with Eastern Germany, as dictated by the Soviet Union. 


The renewal of atomic tests is not, of course, the only feature of 
the accelerated build-up of the Soviet war potential. The demobilization of 
1,200,000 men from the armed forces, announced on January 14, 1960, has 
been countermanded, a crash program for building atomic submarines 
launched, Soviet troops in East Germany equipped with atomic weapons, 
and the two most famous Soviet marshals, Zhukov and Konev, brought out 
of retirement. Also, new, powerful rockets are being tried out in the Pacific, 


The Soviet government explains that these armament preparations 
have been made necessary by the Berlin crisis, which it has created and 


(more) 


which can become a casus belli only if Khrigscnevy so wills, Naturally, 
the Soviet leader does not want war over Ber'?: 2 get the West 

to accept his terms, but his effort to bring the West to its knees through 
his present ''brink-of-war' tactics puts his desire for peace in doubt. 

The NATO. countries are being told that they will have to "bear all the 
grave consequences" of their membership in this security system. Entire 
populations--not merely the "ruling circles'' as before--have now become 
the target of such psychological warfare atiacks as the following: 


It is a bitter thing to have to say, 
but it is not only the Germans of West 
Germany but also the peoples of certain 
other countries which are members of 
the military blocs set up by the Western 
powers who have failed to fal! into line 
with the exigencies of the moment.., One 
is forced to this conclusion by the fact 
that at elections they too vote for candi- 
dates who form governments in favor 
of piling up armaments... (Pravda, 
August 31, 1961). 


Similar attacks have also been made on neutral nations, to convince 
them of the absolute military superiority of the Soviet Union over the United 
States and to force them into choosing between East and West. The Soviet 
leaders are no longer content with their former policy of including the un- 
committed countries to adopt a "positive'’ neutrality; they now declare that 
there can be no neutrals in either peace or war, Having realized that their 
efforts at economic and propaganda penetration of the uncommitted countries 
of Asia and Africa have failed, they are resorting to open terror tactics. In 
this the Kremlin is showing its faith in Lenin's strategy that 


...in war, as is well-known, the most 
important thing of all is to inculcate be- 
lief in one's own might, not only into 
one's own army but into the enemy and 
into all neutral elements. Friendly 
neutralism can often decide the issue 
(Lenin, Works, Moscow, 3d ed., vol. 
IV, pp. 460-61). 


The resumption of Soviet nuclear tests, which coincided with the 
opening of the Belgrade Conference of neutral states, was calculated to 
provide a show of force to back up Soviet demands on the German issue. It 
hoped that as a result of the tests, the Belgrade Conference would split into 
those for and those against Soviet policy. Moscow showed its disdain for the 
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purpose of the meeting, which was to mediate ociween Eagt and West, 
by a virtual blackout of Soviet press reports snd oy exeicding one Soviet 
device after another duringits sessions. No mention was made in the 
Soviet press of the main decision taken at Belyrade, that India's Prime 
Minister Nehru should visit Premier Khrushchev to ask him in the name 
of the neutral powers to enter into negotiations with President Kennedy. 
When Nehru arrived in Moscow, it was announced that he had come at 
Khrushchev's invitation. 


The danger inherent in the present Soviet brink-of-war tactics 
is great; wars can come about either by calculations or by miscalculations. 
The risk is that Khrushchev may run into war through a miscalculation. 
He may not want to start one, by his present conduct he is moving in’ 
that direction. By trying to terrorize the rest of the world with the destruc- 
tive might of the Soviet Union, Khrushchev evidentiy hopes to gain his ends 
without firing a shot. It is possible that he feels driven to adopt these bel- 
ligerent tactics by internal factors. As Lenin himself said, "very often the 
fury of the attacks and the frenzy of the barking are in directly inverse pro- 
portion to the strength of the political element from which (these) violent 
onslaughts emanate" (Works, 3ded., vol. XXII, p. 472). 
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